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Can True Love Wait ?
By Troy Agard

As a teenager growing up in the
21% century, sex is one of the
main conflicts that we are forced
to deal with. In high school we
are faced with friends who are
having sex, fellow students and
teachers who are getting pregnant,
and television shows/popular mu-
sic which influences sex. The
sacredness of sex is no longer
valued how it should be, but has
been turned into an extracurricu-
lar activity. Those of us who
have sex are envied and those of
us who don’t are looked down
upon. Sex has become the basis of every action we
make.

When we go to the mall we pass by store win-
dows advertising various products through models
that are partially exposed. In restaurants like Hoot-
ers, we see waitresses who are dressed in a fashion
that is more appetizing than the food they are serv-
ing. We have young girls who, when they get out
of high school, they reply on what’s plastered on
their body rather than what resides inside their
mind to achieve. With each generation there are
children who are starting to learn more and more
about sex at younger ages. With influences like
these how are we supposed to say “NO”?

My life prior to joining NCFC was not bad, but
it also wasn’t spiritually great. From age 7 to age
13, | attended a Catholic school that had an aver-
age academic system, an average athletic system,
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and an average spiritual system. With this in place,
I grew to have an average life. But how was | to
achieve greatness in my life when I was around
constant average expectations? For the six years
that | attended Catholic school, | took a religion
course every year. The course started out talking
about Mary and Joseph and the infant Jesus in a
very basic sense. As | progressed in school the
teachers started to make us study the bible and go
to church during school time. As great as that
sounds it was jus the thing that drove me away
from my faith for the next following years. In
church we would be lectured on the upcoming po-
litical elections, talk only of Catholicism and how
it is the only true religion, and weren’t encouraged
to voice our own opinions. During this process I
turned away from religion thinking it to be propa-
ganda. 1 returned to public school in 8" grade and
started a new track that | thought was the correct
way to live life. I didn’t smoke or drink, which
was good, but I also didn’t embrace God.

At the end of 2007, four years after leading this
life which was better than before but still not the
best life, | was invited by one of my friends to go
to a church winter retreat hosted by NCFC. The
first day | felt uncomfortable not because | was the
only non Korean, but because | was placed in an
environment that | hadn’t been situated into for a
very long time. Around me there were people wor-
shiping and singing and giving themselves to
something | hadn’t known for a while. The topic
of God was more of something | knew about than
knew personally. By the second morning of the
retreat, | really wanted to go home, but | decided
that | had already been put in this scenario so |
might as well try once more to embrace it. Ever
since then | have tried hard not to miss a day with-
out thanking God and appreciating him for all he
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has done for me and the world.

Just recently after taking the “True Love Waits”
class, | gained a sense of knowledge that | didn’t
have before. | understood WHY you shouldn’t
have sex until you are married. Through learning
about how to treat and respect your fellow brothers
and sisters, (everyone you meet is your fellow
brother or sister) you learn how to respect yourself.
We are a race of people who thrive on basic needs
and will do mostly anything to fulfill them. Sex
has become inducted into our diet as a task we
must fulfill. After accepting God as my savior, |
was able to rid my diet of sex. By having sex with
that person who is not your true love (your true
love should be that person you will give everything
up for, the one you can’t live without), you have
made sex nothing more than an activity. When
you give yourself to that equal someone it does not
become sex anymore, but passionate love.

Passionate love is only what two people who
equally love themselves as well as each other can
share, otherwise it is just sex. | learned that God
made us to do specific things in life. As it is stated
in the bible one of our tasks is to reproduce.
Proper reproduction has to come
from the unification of two people
who love each other to the most
extreme point that they will give
up their lives to raise another per-
son together.

Love has to be something that
we all can show our neighbor, not
just the ones who love us back, but
especially the ones who do not.
And passionate love
is what we have to
hold sacred to our
selves until that spe-
cial someone is ready
to take on a journey
with us. We cannot
show love without
showing  ourselves
respect first. So from
here on | promise to
hold myself sacred
until God has decided
it is time for me to
embrace my passion-
ate love with another. i B
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True Love Waits For Me
By Jiun Chung (6" Grade)

I was a Christian
since day one of my life.
I was raised in a Chris-
tian family and was
brought up to be a great
woman of God. But like
almost every Christian, |
had my doubts about
God. Like “if other re-
ligions say that their God
is the real God, how do
we know if our God is
the one and only God?”

Well, over the years, God has done great things
on me. I’ve felt his grace and accepted Christ into
my heart. 1’ve been to several powerful retreats
where I’ve heard wonderful speakers tell their tes-
timonies about their personal walk with God. |
thought to myself, if they can get that fired up
about God, why shouldn’t I. I’ve decided that |
want to truly worship God and truly take on the
name “Christian”.

I’ve matured in God and came to know and
trust that God will always be there for me. True
Love Waits has really taught me to be careful of
my actions and thoughts. It has really shown me
what a big deal sexual sin is.

I have learned a lot about my future if I commit

sexual sin. | know this is
something | want to do and
have to do in order to be a
good Christian. | know that in
everything I do, I’m represent-
ing our God Almighty. By
participating in True Love
Waits, I’'m making a promise
to myself, my parents, and
above all to God to always try
to make the right choices.
I know I’m not perfect and |
never will be, but I long to be
that person that truly deserves
to be the Lamb of God. By
doing True Love Waits, I’'m
getting one step closer to be-
ing that one hundred percent
holy child of God. i
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True love waits
By Junsung Na (8" Grade)

| have learned a lot about love
through the True Love Waits pro-
gram. | have learned to see my
peers as brothers and sisters of
Christ, therefore | should not think
of impure things, for what can be
conceived by the mind becomes an
action, which becomes a habit,
which becomes the character, and
ultimately the destiny of any per-
son who chooses this path.

I know that the devil’s temptation
is great and he comes like a silent
snake that slowly takes you in its
grasp, but | promise to fight that temptation for the
rest of my life. | have learned that abstinence until
marriage is the pure and holy path and it is the path
I choose by accepting the ring as a promise to God
to keep myself pure until | find true love. fj
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A Message from Pastor Moses

The 2008 seniors are a special group of students. You had interesting teachers in Sang Na

and Seth Hammontree, Sang Na is the tallest teacher you will ever meet and Seth is the only
non-cussing Navy man in the world.

Y’all are a good looking group. God blessed you with special facial features that | will never

forget. God made you unique and He has done some special things through each one of you

in Timothy Youth Ministry. "
I would like to personally thank you for your commitment as students who persevered

through thick and thin. You have done well and you are the stars of 2008.

A special haﬁl? you goes out to Seth and Sang.
I could not have asked for more caring, compassionate, and dedicated tea
Continue the journey of faith in Impact ministry.

Be the salt and light of the world:

Come back to Timothy and chill-', pray, eat, and serve.
Don’t forget to thank the juniors who have prepared this great banqu

Jesus loves you and | love you too.

Your African Pastor, AKA P.Mo
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