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Julie Jung

The missions to the Philippines was one of
the most blessed and awesome experiences of
my life. In those two weeks, | learned so much
about God and his goodness, not just from the
peoples of the Philippines, but also from my
team. This was my first mission’s trip and | was
unsure of how God would use me but | saw and
experienced how He works through each person
in a unique way. | was also apprehensive of how
I would be able to participate physically because
of my sprained knee; | was truly afraid of be-
coming a burden for my teammates and injuring
myself further. But once we got there, my con-
cerns weren’t even important.

| was overwhelmed by the hospitality of the
people there, especially all the pastors and pas-
toras there: Pastor Bohn and Pastora Melba of
San Roque; Pastor Daniel/Ruth SaMoNim, Pas-
tora Estella of Roxas. The children were also
such a blessing and had such pure hearts. And
all these people just opened my eyes to see how
good God was and how His presence was so
sweet there. And it was so encouraging for us as
missionaries because it made us have that much

|| oo e

r(k LI Mm Nn NnNQ'lgOoPinqu'Ss +TJu W Ww Xx



L kg2 A S FUL, BAAGED #AS
3B Ast, ME B+ YES Y2 79
ek ol @] el A A R&w A gol
WEE e F AR EO e A, W sk
2o 4] 34 5} 7ol A

T A5 g

o = A0 o
2k in
N N,

flo K

§

gt

o [‘-{0{'
N
-~
N
=
i

o lo @ T 1@ dig o Aoz wE Ok

o KO H
i
o
o o

o 1o
X ofr
Now
L IS

o
o

N
0 2
TR

2 X
o &l kT o]

oo Lo
3
N

=

sk
lo
Mo ox @
2
)
N
o,
32

)

lo W X

A7) W), 4 /S gol Pdl
7t A ERAE A olw
w7184 Ak BAE §lo] Bl 7 ARE
Ut shbdzAA = A AE Beskiial o]slo] |
A5} 389 7% S ol eha A7k o,

e RA Euolde 5] g el 7)ol
th $eE wed JERgS A a s
S22} 7 meka 9 W, o AEA AN A5 E
A Bgeta s Eshe

o koo oy oo

o M ¢

A A
o 1y e
(12
o [
L¥
ot rr

off H
i)
K
9‘£
¥

M A
OoMe

N
o
kg
>
47 8

R R T
32 =
-n
fg Ft

Azke]

tlo r_né
£
ol

more of a willing heart, to want to build rela-
tionships, share the good news and plant seeds.
And | can say that | took so many memories
from this trip (like walking through mud/poop
for two hours and
bathing in the river
with pigs and women
doing laundry) but
most importantly | can
say | took many life
lessons.

One of the biggest
things | took away
from this, was the
power of prayer. | had
head knowledge of this
before the trip, but to
actually see its fruit,
on a daily basis, was
really a blessing. One thing | prayed for a lot
was the weather because | sprained my knee
during Turkey Bowl and | was afraid of hinder-
ing my teammates or further injuring myself.
Amazingly | was able go without a lot of dis-
comfort during the trip; He really protected me
and 1 think it’s because | had the prayers from
my team and from the Church. | just remember
the night before our trek back, we had our
nightly prayer meeting, and as we were praying,
Pastor Erik said whatever was holding us back
from freely worshiping and prayer, to lift it up
to God. And | just
started crying and cry-
ing because | was so
scared about my knee
for the trek back and
after an intense talking
session, | realized that
| hadn’t been fully
trusting God. That |
wasn’t being faithful,
in my faith to Him.
And that the whole
time during missions, |
had just been hoping
God would heal me,
hoping that He would protect me, hoping God
would save these people of the Philippines, hop-
ing we were making a difference. | learned that
night (with the help of my team) that hoping for



Fota et AL s & Aojgte A4S ¥
e £ o AL vt Qe 2o 9
o] X7k 100%2] 1S 71A 3L st AA A &5t
2 Foleh= A& Qtvks A2 & oo s Ut
A4 Aegolds

ey

el A= A
gl mEuel @ e s
Ytk zel 2718 71t
gliA, AP EEYL
‘e, Wil 7 oo wF

olsl w7k wel=H, &

=R 2EATE .
BE A WEE Aor et
3 @E AR, v 7 W)
271 A gs YT @
A7 -0 A A
o] AR S HAENA 7
WEs 5 Adths Aol 3 thdolivtar A73ls
Uth 284 gt s ol 4s A4S
sha 99e Aol wich

A= WS WAL obxlel e A& E s YT
a2y A= Y ol 715l tisl AAskA] Eeksy
o sk opf-e] o) MEFFAJolaL F oo FH
2hal S shbE AN RS S AvE RS
Eod A d7] WEoldsynh. 1elal A
o Y95 HEE ofyxm, $27} BeWelA s
= o MEE b, 224 shbd BEY AL

27 A4S o, 87t
Ugta Eobe i o
wel & 5 ggEyn
g0z oy w
e Wt el &
& o] Aolop sz
el Hls A7 2
A FAgueh WL A

Hl

2

>

H

o, oy W

ORI [
g 2 F o g

(A T

= i)

(o]
o =
o
o
M
oz
N
3o of

gUth @7 A mE W el v %
= 2] ok, ofulel] SIEA gl
SAREA §-2le] e AnA ue Hagel A7t

g wokEyth W

—_—

something, and having the trust and faith that it
would actually happen through Him, were two
completely different things. | mean, it’s good to
hope, but to have the knowledge that He would
provide with a 100%
confidence... it blew
my mind.

| had been sharing a
room with Christina
and as we waiting to
fall asleep, she said,
see Julie, every night
at this time, it’s always
raining, but it’s not
tonight; and every-
thing’s going to be
fine. And the exact
moment she stopped
speaking, the rain
started to fall. And we had a good laugh about it,
and | was so glad that | had been able to bring
up my worries with my team because if | hadn’t,
I think | would have been really upset. It rained
throughout the night and continued in the morn-
ing, but I wasn’t afraid anymore about the
weather, because I knew even if it was the mud-
diest, worst conditions on the trek back, God
would help me through it. And I knew that it
wasn’t by us (the missions team), that we were
doing anything in the Philippines; it was all God.
And it was amazing, as we started walking our
of Roxas, the sun came
out and we got back
faster than when we
came. Ultimately, the
trip helped me find
perspective on how |
should be living daily.
Having early morning
worship everyday and
prayer meetings every
night was really great.
And I learned that that
lifestyle should be
lived in the states too.
It really challenged me
to be devoted in my quiet times, because it
shouldn’t be forced upon us only when we’re
going out to missions; but everyday we’re living
our life as a missionary no matter where we are. [
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Lisa Keem

The entire mission’s trip to the Philippines can
be summed up in one simple statement: God is faith-
ful. As a church, as Christians, we constantly sing,
pray, and lift up these words. Yet, | know for myself
at least, | have never quite understood how deep that
faithfulness is.

We left Maryland, each of us with high hopes
and expectations, as many, including myself, have
never been on a mission trip before. The idea of do-
ing door-to-door and street evangelism, singing and
dancing with children, and testifying of what Jesus
has done in each of us seemed surreal. | left believ-
ing | would come back completely different, that He
would transform me completely, and that the vil-
lages would be ablaze for Him.

The first stop was the SICAP Center, where Pas-
tor Daniel and Ruth Kim warmly and generously
opened their facilities, food, and guidance to each of
us. | could write pages about how you could see God
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at work in their ministry, in their students, in their
family, and | know all of us were deeply blessed by
their hospitality and amazing cooking (which is a
gigantic understatement). Pastor Daniel and Ruth
told us that one of the most difficult things about
ministry in Samar is that the people financially have
nothing to give, therefore the pastors and leaders
have no finances to live off of. Hearts are hungry,
but so are bellies. Hence, the first area of ministry
we were called to was in the village of San Roque.

Korean investors came to San Roque to begin
planting the Jatropha seed, which creates bio-diesel.
This prospect has much potential to open up many
jobs, bring other investors to Philippines, and could
have many implications for the ministry of that area.
We had the privilege of working with some of the
SICAP Center’s first alumnus Pastor Bong and Pas-
tora Melba, two Spirit filled workers who have dili-
gently planted at least eight other churches.

When we arrived, all of us were shocked at how
luxurious the accommodations were. The President
of the Bio-diesel company was a tentmaker at his
church in Korea and welcomed us into the residence
of the executive board. We had running hot water,
beds, air condition, among other things. After un-
packing we were put into small groups, each group
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with a translator, and
went into the
neighboring village
to do door-to-door
evangelism. On the
whole, many of us
were  disappointed.
Based on my group’s
experience, everyone
claimed to know Je-
sus and was reluctant
to speak to us. One
woman said  she
knew Him, but at the
same time was un-
sure if she would go
to heaven. Some of
the other groups felt a similar sentiment in the vil-
lage.

I was disappointed and frustrated. Why didn’t
God shake homes or convict people as we spoke?
Did we come all the way to the Philippines for a
luxurious accommodation and nothing else? | felt as
if we were powerless and pointless. That night, we
all agreed as a team to meet and practice our skit. As
we gathered, we opened in prayer—and God
showed up, mightily. He met us, embraced us, and
called us to be desperate, lost, and thirsting for Him.
Because | was so discouraged and frustrated from
the door-to-door evangelism, | felt ashamed to pray.
| asked my brothers and sisters to lift a prayer for me,
to release this deception and become hungry to see
Him move—not because of my testimony, my life,
or even my words, but simply because these people
need salvation and because He is good all the time.
It was then that God spoke beautifully through my
teammates. The Sprit spoke profound words of en-
couragement and love that night, and after that eve-
ning, we all desired
him. More than just
seeing the miracle of
people believing, we
wanted to see God
because of how
amazing He is. We
knocked a small,
faint whisper of a
knock, and he kicked
open the door for all
of us!

The next day we had
children’s  ministry
and as one body, our
minds and hearts
were united in our
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450 million tons/ yr

Output:
Only 27 %
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I guess my testimony isn’t all that different
from other people’s in our church. | was raised
by a Christian family and have been going to
church for as long as | can remember. Back at
my old church, the Korean American Church of
Philippi, 1 remember jumping around during
children’s worship and memorizing all the
books of the Bible just to show off. My Sunday
school teachers loved me, | had a lot of friends,
and my parents loved bragging to everyone
about how handsome and well-behaved | was.
On top of that, I did very well in school, getting
straight A’s nearly every quarter. Overall, | was
a pretty good kid.

| officially accepted Jesus into my life the
summer before sixth grade, when elementary
school students moved up into the much cooler
middle school group. | just so happened to be
on my very first church retreat. On the last night
of the retreat, the guest pastor made an altar call,
asking the students who wanted to receive Jesus
Christ as their Lord and Savior. | had no idea
what he was talking about, as he spouted words
like "salvation™ and "intimacy." | was also
probably sleeping during the sermon, so | re-
mained in my seat. Once | saw all of my friends
go up, however, | hastily followed suit, not
wanting to be left behind. | prayed the Sinner’s
Prayer that night, but did not in the slightest un-
derstand the significance of the decision | was
making.

Because of that, | left that retreat feeling
more or less the same. | returned home and con-
tinued to live as | always had. | didn’t feel the
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need to make any major changes in any area of
my life; | was content with the way things were
already going. It was later that school year
when God would have to show me the mistake |
was making with this mindset.

My youth pastor decided to take the students
to a youth conference in Ocean City that spring.
There would be some ten thousand people and a
famous Christian music group leading worship,
and we were very excited. We were all enjoying
a wonderfully blessing time, that is, until the
very last day of the conference. After the last
session, we were all waiting outside for the
church vans to come pick us up. As | came out
the door, my "friends," the group of boys | had
grown up in the church with, approached me
and basically told me that they had made a col-
lective decision not to hang out with me any-
more. The consensus was that | wasn’t cool
enough and tried too hard to fit in with them.

| realize this is a rather silly story, but look-
ing back, I remember being so shocked and
heartbroken. | went home after that conference
crying to my mother, asking over and over
again "Why don’t they like me?"The next few
Sundays at church became painfully awkward,
as my former friends sat on one side during ser-
vice while I would sit on the other, alone.

My family eventually made the decision to
leave that church, so for the next couple years,
my church attendance became very up and
down. We went to GMC for less than a year,
and then left there as well, to start a new church
with some family friends. This new church was
tiny, and was held in a part of my dad’s office
building at the time. The youth group basically
consisted of me, my siblings, and a few other
younger kids. | was in 8" grade at the time, and
| hated going to church. The Sunday service
was conducted by the main pastor, who could-
n’t speak English well and therefore couldn’t
convey anything particularly meaningful to us
children. After the service, | would just hide
away in my dad’s office and play on the com-
puter until it was lunch time. | felt like | was
wasting my Sundays by going to this church.

The summer before my 9" grade year, my
mom signed me up for one of NCFC’s summer
retreats. 1 was definitely mad about it, since I
barely knew anyone at the church and my mom
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hadn’t told me about it beforehand. 1 still had
this mindset that people who went to church
were fake and unfriendly. | didn’t have a choice
in the matter, however, so | went to the retreat. |
was actually surprised at how friendly everyone
was, especially to me, the new kid. The games,
sermons, worship, and everything else were a
lot of fun and definitely opened me up a bit.

The second night of the retreat, I remember,
was the most memorable. The guest speaker
asked each of the students to get together with
the rest ofthe students from their grade and pray
together. 1 walked into the circle, but since |
still wasn’t that familiar with everyone, | kept
silent and mostly prayed quietly to myself.

Then something strange happened. | felt
hands on my back, and people praying out loud
over me. | didn’t look to see who it was, but |
was stunned. These people, who | had come in
judging pretentiously, were speaking words of
blessing over me, and they didn’t even know
me! In that moment, | felt like God was telling
me "Jonathan, you don’t have to be alone any-
more. | know you went through these times of
loneliness and sadness, but I am always here for
you."l realized that for the longest time, | had
been spending my time trying to find my iden-
tity in the people around me, trying to fill that
gap in my heart with the approval of my friends.
My mistake was trying to please man, when I
should have been seeking after God. He was
waiting for me all this time, to reach out and
embrace Him as my one true friend, one who
never fails.

That retreat, | recommitted my life to God,
and since then, He has been so faithful. He has
blessed me by surrounding me with many
brothers and sisters who help keep me account-
able and accept me for who I am, not who they
would like me to be. | feel at home every time |
come to church, and it is such a wonderful feel-
ing. I know now that my God is a loving God
who has provided and cared for me all my life,
and that I had just been ignorant to it. I live my
life to serve Him alone, in whatever areas He
desires forme to go in. I know He has some-
thing awesome planned for me in my life, and 1
can’t wait to follow Him and see what it is! fj
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I grew up going to church with my uncle and
two sisters because my parents did not attend regu-
larly. 1 remember going to Korean school after
Sunday service and participating in the Christmas
plays however | never felt like the church was my
home. My uncle moved back to Korea when | was
in elementary school; subsequently | stopped at-
tending church. | started attending sporadically the
same church during middle school because of my
older sister. It never really felt like home when |
went back and | had only one good friend that |
hung out with. | didn’t feel like I ever fit in any-
where and so | tried to be invisible.

I was one of those Christians that liked to sneak
into service, listen to the message for that day, and
go home after service was done. | think I really
disliked my church experience during middle and
high school because of the people that attended my
church. There was always so much drama between
the younger kids and | felt like they only came to
socialize. | resented them for not including me as a
friend, even though I chose to exclude myself. Still
I disliked how they used the church as a mingling
place to exchange gossip instead of a place of wor-
ship and of God. This is not to say however that |
was the quintessential Christian. I didn’t give them
a chance and | didn’t understand God’s love for me
and the world.

It wasn’t until college that I met other people
like me and | was truly hungry for His word. | met
some awesome people that showed me what it
means to love each other and to love God. These
people became my family and they restored my
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faith and love of Him. Through small group and
impact meetings, | was slowly being included into
a group, something | desperately longed for. |
learned about God and His love from them. |
lacked so much faith in people but through them I
relearned what it meant to love others, like how
God loved us. | have my ups and downs every now
and then but one thing always holds fast, and it’s
God, it’s Jesus, it’s the Holy Spirit.

Since college, I've been growing in His word
and trying to achieve greater levels of spirituality.
It’s been difficult at times but | believe I’m on the
right track of where my heart should be and | have
faith that this is only the beginning of a long jour-
ney. God’s been challenging me to step up in terms
of my role in church and with my peers. He has
placed obstacles in my path that | would surely not
have gotten through without His love. Last year,
my uncle passed away unexpectedly. In all honesty,
he committed suicide. It was devastating to me and
my family. | think in many cases of death, most
people question God and His mercy. | was truly
surprised to find myself not angry or upset with
Him, but I was grateful that | had Him to hold onto.
I didn’t doubt his goodness or His mercy, but I
thanked Him for my family and prayed that this
would bring us together in this time of tragedy.
And | never really doubted how much I loved God,
but to me, it was the question of how long | would
love Him (through my serious lack of capacities to
love anything or anyone besides my family).

I’ve always believed in God and accepted Him
as my savior, but I always wanted Him to give me
an experience, something tangible that | could at-
test my faith to. He never gave me a glimpse of
that, however in the moments after | found out
about my uncles death, after | cried out to him in
pain and anguish, after I thanked Him for being my
God:; it was then that | knew | would love Him for-
ever, without an iota of doubt. I might not have a
million crazy stories like other people, ones that
make you say, | can’t believe you went through
that, however, | have daily living. | have my steady
journey, and hopefully through patience and His
grace, | can achieve more than | ever thought pos-
sible. Fi



Nothing is the same

David Forkkio

Hi I’'m David Forkkio. 1 am getting baptized
today. When | was younger my parents told me
about God but I never really believed. | thought of
myself as a Christian but | wasn’t saved. As | grew
older I pretty much forgot about God. | was only
concerned about myself and having fun. If some-
one asked me | would say | was a Christian but |
wasn’t really. | never knew what it really meant to
be a Christian. Then my life changed when | went
to church. | had been to church before but never
for a long time. We always stopped going eventu-
ally. But this time it was different. We didn’t stop
going. At first it didn’t really have an affect on me.
But when | went to my first retreat everything
changed. God was finally real to me. | wasn’t the
same and | was ready to live a life for God. Now |
am saved and nothing is the same. Everything from,
my friends to, my actions, and how | view life in
general has changed. I no longer look to others for
approval, but I find my identity in God. Although |
have come a long way my journey is not over | still
struggle with sin but it isn’t the
same because | know | am forgiven
for my sins. In the future | would
just love to live a life of passion for
God and | pray that | will follow
his calling in life. So that’s my tes-
timony. Thank you. [y
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