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Lannie Kim

I have been attending NCFC for 4 years and
began serving in the Impact ministry after 1 year.
Through serving, God has really blessed me in
many ways and | grew into a more intimate rela-
tionship with Him, while understanding His heart
and love for His people.

When 1 first began leading small groups, | had
no idea what small groups even were, let alone
how to best lead one. |
had never been a part
of one and didn't really
know what was sup-
posed to happen, but
God really taught me
to not to lean my un-
derstanding, but trust
in Him and ask Him
for wisdom, as it is
written in  Proverbs
Chapter 3. Also, |
could not explain why
I had such a heart to
serve in this way.
When leaders began
discussing the imple-
mentation of small group, | knew | wanted to be
more involved for some reason. | looked back at
my own experience during my freshman year of
college and had a lot of sadness and regret that |
did not have a group of sisters to be there for me or
an older sister figure to encourage me. | realized
that He wanted to turn that regret into something
He could use; He wanted to use my experience and
struggles to bless others.

When | thought about small group, | knew that
it was a place for teaching, but I felt more con-
victed that it was more so a place for relationships.
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It is a way for brothers and sisters to share their
lives together. When | thought about it, | realized
that there are so many things in our hearts that we
like to keep hidden and do not deal with, and un-
fortunately, in the company of friends, we use
friendships as a way to escape those problems.
This is why | thought and still think that Oikos is
so great because it gives the people and the leader
the opportunity to really challenge one another to
look beyond what's on the surface and draw out
those things that are really preventing them from
growing into a deeper relationship with God.

So initially for the first few months, | spent a lot
of time getting to know the girls in my group be-
cause God showed me that people really need to
trust one another and feel safe before they are will-
ing to open up. It was such a blessing to see them
begin to love each other as sisters and not just as
friends because | knew that it was God's love in
their hearts that was being poured out onto one
another. We shared tears and laughter together,
prayed for one another daily, and challenged one
another to find our confidence in the Lord and
grow to be strong women of God. | remember one
young woman's prayer request for her mother to be
healed of clinical depression. We prayed fervently
week after week and experienced the emotional
highs and lows with her. That was two years ago
and today, her mom has been set free and claims
victory over depression and we all rejoiced with
her and praised God for being so faithful. As time
progressed, our small group grew and developed
perfectly according to His plan and established.
And now, | see some of the girls stepping up to
become leaders and | thank God for giving them a
servant's heart.

God taught me many things which I am still
developing. He taught me that prayer was the most
important aspect of being a leader. On my own, |
was not able to do anything, but with His guidance
and Spirit being present during the sessions, people
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were touched and blessed. Also
through prayer, He gives us the
right heart: HIS heart. As |
continued serving and leading
small groups, my heart for the
people and the ministry grew
so much and I knew it wasn't
because of anything within me
that was "good." As leaders, |
realized it was important to
remember who takes credit.
We love the people because
God enables and shows us how to love them. They
grow and change because of His transforming
power and grace, but because of our teaching. And
with that, it was easy to be discouraged when peo-
ple stopped showing up or didn't seem to grow in
their faith walk, and many times I've felt like | was
doing something wrong and was failing to do a
good job. But God reminded me that He moves in
our life according to His time and His sovereign
plan.

| also learned to be vulnerable as a leader. Al-
though | was in a position of a leader, 1 never
thought | was above them in any way and | made
sure people knew that. It's a hard balance because
as a leader you want to portray that you are more
mature in your faith and have some credibility, but
at the same time, | found it really important that |
humble myself before them and show them that |
struggle with similar things and that I don't know
everything. | also shared my struggles with other
student leaders in the ministry and developed last-
ing friendships with them, and | am so grateful to
God for bringing them into my life. We are always
updating each other on how our Oikos is going and
how we are doing individually and it has helped
me stay on my toes. It reminds that God doesn't
want us to "fight the good fight" on our own.

Lastly, | struggled a lot with thinking that my
service to God substituted my personal time with
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Him. He's really shown me that the only way | can
give anything is if I am receiving from Him. He
taught me find satisfaction in Him and not out of
duty to do something for Him.

I leave for Gordon-Conwell Theological Semi-
nary in one week to work on getting my Masters in
Christian Counseling, and as | reflect upon the past
4 years at NCFC, | know that because of my serv-
ing in Impact and Oikos, God gave me this passion
and desire to do this for the rest of my life. | real-
ized that God gave me a love for people and dis-
covering how He uniquely created them. My heart
gets excited at what He's doing around me and how
I can participate in His work. My earnest desire is
to be sued to help people fix their gaze on Christ in
every aspect of their lives, to find true, everlasting

joy in Him, and live for Him because He is worth it.

Seth Hammontree

My introduction to the Destiny Oikos ministry
began with Deacon Chongho Won. My wife and |
had just returned a week earlier from our honey-
moon and he approached us about his Oikos group.
The conversation went something like this:

Deacon Chongho: "Hi! My name is Chongho
Won and | am a small group leader. I know you
just got married but you are in our Qikos and |
want you to be at our next Oikos meeting. What is
your email and phone number?"

As you can see it was not much of a conversa-
tion!! Every Sunday until the meeting he would
seek me out and make sure we were coming. It was
either go to the Oikos meeting or not come to
church because | know Deacon Chongho would
find me and ask why | was not at their Oikos meet-
ing!

Soon after we joined the group Deacon
Chongho and his family answered a call from God
to serve YWAM in Kona, Hawaii and Deacon
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back I really did not know what | was doing. | was
the youngest and we were the most newlywed cou-
ple in our group. As we progressed | had an in-
creasing feeling of inadequacy and | was strug-
gling with how | would live up to the standards set
1o] B A} by Deacon Chongho and Deacon Scott. They
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F2A7F AAS T Assign ggdasyn. 24 A try, Deacon Ki Kim asked me how | was doing
APE S 1w Al Qo]lF s Al Bl ® H5S with Oikos. | told him how faithful and mature our
3l FHFUT “eolas HinEo] A A2 group was. He told me something that has served
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ijb‘%\iﬂ e A Iil —61%1 TE%LOH gfﬁj’]iq best Oikos leader. He had only called me to be
il AAEHA mE7|REs Al v Als 2y

faithful and steadfast to the call He placed in my
life.

There are many people mentioned here not to
give them honor but to serve as an encouragement

A7F g2 ZEel deid 4L AL 1 EEel

A Zdele £ ¥t ofye}, B A A7) =9

orl AU o= FTE o] Abel A Exbr}
oby U, ©aof WS ol A §7] Aol b, oq] to everyone. None of us are in this journey alone.
2 At 2E B 3 YEE s A ALE There are brothers and sisters who are mature in
Al S 9l ALdl We S sk dA), A Eo) the faith that God will use to encourage and
ESEIaN strengthen us as we walk together in faith.

o7 9olmae] <lglo] A F wjE Sojut As we begin to multiply once again | look back
A F, A 98 2oz AFEo X 37 A on all that our group has gone through in three
Ustd R E dE5S HEohryh ofF WEl7] o years and it was a very difficult decision to make.
A AR o|AFHn -E= dEgus]d e We have built strong relationships with 3 couples
= ¥ Al Ao Bt E58 AAE AorFy that do not attend our church and we will miss
o cLse] JAE] e Ay dlepulat oA them tremendously. We have seen David and Ash-
27k 2o)szs B 24 shbE o] Bt R AR H ley Rhee grow from faithful Oikos members to

12
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instruments to be used by God as Oikos leaders. |
cannot tell you what an honor and how proud we
were to see 3 of our Oikos members dedicate their
infants on the same Sunday.

We have added 5 couples and have been a part
of a couple leaving because they answered a call to
leave all they have to become missionaries. We
even had the honor of bringing some Mormon's
into our Oikos group witnessing to them (another
story for another time)!!

We have also been there for each other during
spiritual struggles, death of immediate family
members, infertility, and miscarriages - some of
life's darker moments.

But as look back on these experiences we can
only praise our Lord for His grace upon our group.
It is so hard to let go of all of the camaraderie and
relationships built upon the joy and suffering we
have shared. And it is difficult to leave the group
we have come to love, trust and respect not as
Oikos leader to Oikos members but as brothers and
sisters in Christ. Not by anything we had done but
because God was the author of our Oikos group.

So as we multiply and take on new challenges |

cannot wait to see what God will do in our new
Oikos group! It si still tremendously difficult to
leave but to see us multiply is to see the hand of
God moving and growing NCFC's Oikos ministry.
And to be just a small part of the movement of
God is an honor and privi-
lege.
We will continue to apply
the basic principal of being
obedient and faithful to His
calling. As we have seen
Him move so mightily be-
fore we wait with great an-
ticipation for what He will
do next! [y
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1. 34E403 2.076+03
1. 156403 1. 74E+03
CASE 451 PANGEAN (NITIALIZATION 9.636+02 CASE 451 PANGEAN INITIALIZATION 1. 406403
40X LOWER MANTLE VISCOSITY TEMPERATURE 40X LOWER MANTLE VISCOSITY TEMPERATURE
PREM REFERENCE STATE (KELVINS) 7.76E402  PREM REFERENCE STATE (KELVINS) 1.06E+03
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